Main Bearings

General

Main bearings 1, 2, and 3 are split, steel shell, insert
bearings with bearing No. 1 ({flywheel side) the
crankshaft thrust bearing. These steel shell bearings
are so called tri-metal bearings which consist of o
steel shell, and o lead bronze base, a very thin layer
of nickel, and the white metal bearing surface (0.02 to
0.025 mm thick). Besides the bearing layers a fine
coct of lead alloy covers the entire insert to act as
corrosion inhibitor, break-in surface, and an aid in

sliding the insert into the bearing seat.

Bearing inserts are supplied to the repair shops
ready to be installed. They are available in one crank-
shaft undersize and one crankcase seat oversize.
The crankshaft main bearings should always be re-
ploced in complefe sets.

The crankshaft must be sent to the factory fo be
reground on either the main or connecting rod jour-
nals. Lapping the bearing surfaces will damage the
mild-nitrated surface and would result in rapid
crankshaft wear. Therefore all crankshaft reworking
must be done by the factory.
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